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(iii) The cost for an area with a popu-
lation of 10,000 or more will be deter-
mined on an individual basis. 

(iv) Multiple area contracts may be 
negotiated at a savings. 

(v) The fee is based on estimated 1980 
costs. If the 1980 cost exceeds the esti-
mated cost, an additional fee may be 
requested from the contracting area. If 
actual costs are less than the esti-
mated cost, a refund may be made. 

(vi) Any incorporated place which 
contracts for block statistics and 
which reaches a population of 10,000 or 
more in the 1980 census will have the 
fee completely refunded, as the place 
will then be considered to be part of 
the regular block statistics program. 

(vii) If the area submits maps which 
are not adequate for the Bureau’s pur-
poses (see Maps, below) and therefore 
have to be redrafted by the Bureau, a 
surcharge of $300 per map sheet requir-
ing revision will be applied to the fee 
for the particular area. 

(2) Maps: (i) In order for the Bureau 
to provide data on a block-by-block 
basis, it must have a map which clearly 
delineates each block. The contracting 
government authority must supply 
such maps. A copy of the specifications 
for preparing the block maps will be 
provided upon request and, in any 
event, will accompany the copy of the 
contract which is sent to the govern-
ment authority for signature. 

(ii) The maps must be furnished to 
the Census Bureau within 30 calendar 
days after the government authority 
signs the contract. 

(iii) The Bureau will review the maps 
and, if revision is necessary, return 
them within 30 calendar days to the 
government authority. 

(iv) Within 30 calendar days there-
after, the revised maps must be trans-
mitted to the Bureau and, if they are 
still inadequate and must therefore be 
redrafted by the Bureau, the above-
mentioned surcharge of $300 per map 
sheet requiring revision will be im-
posed. 

(3) Timing: (i) The contract must be 
signed, and a downpayment of $250 per 
area made, by April 1, 1978. A check or 
money order should be made payable to 
‘‘Commerce—Census.’’

(ii) If an area decides to withdraw 
after signing a contract and making a 

downpayment, the cost of work per-
formed to date will be deducted from 
the refund. 

(iii) The balance of the fee must be 
mailed to the Bureau by January 1, 
1980. 

(d) In consideration of the fees paid 
and maps supplied, the Bureau will: 

(1) Identify the individual blocks in 
its records and tabulations. 

(2) Make available the block data for 
the particular area in the same manner 
as for areas in the regular block statis-
tics program (i.e., both in terms of 
printed reports and computer summary 
tapes). Two copies of the printed report 
(including the printed maps) which 
contain the block statistics for the par-
ticular area will be furnished to the 
contracting government authority. 

(e) Requests for participation in the 
contract block statistics program or 
for further information should be ad-
dressed to the Director, Bureau of the 
Census, Washington, DC 20233. 

[43 FR 3903, Jan. 30, 1978; 43 FR 59835, Dec. 22, 
1978]

§ 50.50 Request for certification. 

(a) Upon request, the Census Bureau 
certifies certain statistical materials 
(such as the population and housing 
unit counts of government entities, 
published tabulations, maps, and other 
documents). The Census Bureau 
charges customers a preset fee for this 
service according to the kind of certifi-
cation requested (either an impressed 
document or an attestation) and the 
level of difficulty involved in compiling 
it (easy, moderate, or difficult, deter-
mined according to the resources ex-
pended) as well as the set cost of the 
data product (e.g., report or map) to be 
certified. Certification prices are 
shown in the following table:

PRICE BY TYPE OF CERTIFICATION 

Product Estimated 
price 

Estimated 
time to 

complete
(in hours) 

Impress-easy ................................... $70.00 1.5 
Impress-medium .............................. 110.00 3 
Impress-difficult ............................... 150.00 4.5 
Attestation-easy ............................... 160.00 3 
Attestation-medium .......................... 200.00 4.5 
Attestation-difficult ........................... 240.00 6
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(b) There are two forms of certifi-
cation available: Impressed Documents 
and Attestation. 

(1) Impressed Documents. An impressed 
document is one that is certified by im-
pressing the Census Bureau seal on the 
document itself. The Census Bureau 
act, Title 13, United States Code, Sec-
tion 3, provides that the seal of the 
Census Bureau shall be affixed to all 
documents authenticated by the Cen-
sus Bureau and that judicial notice 
shall be taken of the seal. This process 
attests that the document on which 
the seal is impressed is a true and ac-
curate copy of a Census Bureau record. 

(2) Attestation. Attestation is a more 
formal process of certification. It con-
sists of a signed statement by a Census 
Bureau official that the document is 
authentic and produced or published by 
the agency, followed by a signed state-
ment of another Census Bureau official 
witnessing the authority of the first. 

(c) Requests for certification should 
be submitted on Form BC–1868(EF), Re-
quest for Official Certification, to the 
Census Bureau by fax, (301) 457–4714 or 
by e-mail, webmaster@census.gov. Form 
BC–1868(EF) is available on the Census 
Bureau’s Web site at: http://
www.census.gov/mso/www/certification/. 
A letter request—without Form BC–
1868(EF)—will be accepted only if it 
contains the information necessary to 
complete a Form BC–1868(EF). No cer-
tification request will be processed 
without payment of the required fee. 

[67 FR 54951, Aug. 27, 2002]

§ 50.60 Request for Certification. 
(a) Certification Process. Upon request, 

the Census Bureau certifies population 
and housing counts of standard govern-
mental units to reflect boundary up-
dates, including new incorporations, 
annexations, mergers, and so forth. 
The Census Bureau will produce a cer-
tificate, that is, a signed statement by 
a Census Bureau official attesting to 
the authenticity of the certified Census 
2000 population and housing counts to 
reflect updates to the legal boundaries 
of governmental units after those in ef-
fect for Census 2000. This service will 
be a permanent process, but one that 
will be temporarily suspended during 
future decennial censuses. Typically, 
the Census Bureau will suspend this 

service, and direct its resources to the 
decennial census, for a total of five 
years—the two years preceding the de-
cennial census, the decennial census 
year, and the two years following it. 
The Census Bureau will issue notices in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER announcing 
when it suspends and, in turn, resumes, 
the service. 

(1) The Census Bureau charges cus-
tomers a preset fee for this service ac-
cording to the amount of work in-
volved in compiling the population and 
housing counts, as determined by the 
resources expended to meet customer 
requirements and the set cost of the 
product (one certificate). Certification 
fees may increase somewhat if the cus-
tomer requests additional original cer-
tificates. Each additional certificate 
costs $35.00. Certification prices are 
shown in the following table:

DESCRIPTION AND ESTIMATED FEE 

Standard
governmental units Estimated fee 

Annual Certification ........................... $693 to $1,799. 
Expedited Certification ....................... 1,530 to 9,075. 

(2) [Reserved] 
(b) Description of Certification Types. 

The Census Bureau will process re-
quests for population certificates for 
standard governmental units, in ac-
cordance with the Census Bureau’s an-
nual certification schedule or under an 
expedited certification arrangement. 
The boundaries for standard govern-
mental units are regularly and custom-
arily updated between decennial cen-
suses by the Census Bureau’s geo-
graphic support system. These govern-
mental units include a variety of le-
gally defined general- and special-pur-
pose governmental units, including 
counties and statistically equivalent 
entities, minor civil divisions, incor-
porated places, consolidated cities, fed-
erally recognized American Indian res-
ervations, and school districts. A com-
plete list of entities is defined in para-
graph (c) of this section. 

(1) Annual Certification. Annual popu-
lation and housing certification is 
available around October 1 of each cal-
endar year to new or existing govern-
mental units that report legal bound-
ary updates in the Census Bureau’s an-
nual Boundary and Annexation Survey.
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